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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The teacher of today, especially in the complicated world outside 
the classroom, receives his. education from many mass modes of communica-
tion, including books, magazines, newspapers, radio, movies, and tele-
vision. A knowledge, then,. of the amount of leisure time the average 
teacher is able to devote to the reading of both professional and non-
professional books and magazines, the reading preferences of this 
particular group, and the methods of selecting, reading, and evaluating 
these reading materials should be of value to administtators in that it 
centers attention on both the required and leisure - reading act i vities 
of their staff members. 
Statement of the Problem 
It is the purpose of this study to determine the reading interests 
of teachers in the elementary grades and the relationship which exists 
between their reading and other interests. 'No attempt is made to prove 
what they ought to be doing in reading. 
Many teachers have called attention to the pressures of time. 
They find it difficult managing school homework, doing household chores, 
i . 
maintaining something of a social life, and caring for the many incidental 
responsibilities that are all time consuming. Consequently, they have 
little leisure time to curl up with a good book. 
··A's. another example, many teachers are doing only magazine or 
-1-
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non-professional reading which definitely has its place in our everyday 
life. If the tremendous popularity of these magazines persist, maybe 
this may suggest innovations in the planning, organization, and publica-
tion of professional materials. 
This study may also result in the improvement of professional 
libraries in the school system or in the individual buildings. 
There has been little research done in this area in previous years; 
although, there have been some studies made with regard to the reading 
interests of children in the elementary grades, junior high, high school, 
and college. 
Studies have also been conducted with adults in an attempt to dis-
cover the reading interests and habits of people in various age groups 
and occupations. However, most of these investigations were done with 
laymen and women such as housewives, prisoners, truck drivers, factory 
workers, and others. 
Indeed, the influence of the printed word in forming public and 
private opinion is probably more potent and lasting than that of the 
other major forces affecting and controlling public opinion, including 
television and radio. The force of radio and television may vanish as 
it is presented; even the newspaper, local in tone, often is discarded 
for the next day's issue. Books and magazines, however, are carefully 
planned weeks and months in advance. They contain a storehouse of varied 
material which allows for reader selection and diges~ion. 
It is important, therefore, that the teacher's natural interest in 
reading is utilized to further his growth, so that, he may be a well-
3 
informed and competent citizen, one who can face teaching realistically, 
honestly, and courageously. 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
After a careful search of the Educational Index, going back as 
far as 1941, investigating over one hundred books dealing with 
I 
administration and supervision, systematically checking the card file 
on theses, and reading thoroughly many miscellaneous magazines, 
periodicals, and newspapers, the writers of this thesis found there 
had been little or no research devoted to the reading and other inter-
ests of teachers in the elementary schools. 
Writers on adult reading have made studies of such groups as 
housewives , prisoners, factory workers and people in many other occu-
pations. A brief mention of the generalizations assimilated from 
their findings might shed a little light on the reading interests of 
1.1 
teachers in the elementary grades . Waples and Birkeland found in 
analyzing the results on a study on the adult reading of various groups 
that : 
"To a certain extent it was true that the actual reading 
that public school teachers did was a little 'better' than 
average-a reflection of the materials available in the school 
library and the nature of class assignments. However, the 
total reading pattern was very similar to the population at 
large." 
1/Douglas Waples and A. M. Birkeland, "Reading Interests of Teachers" 
in B. W. Frazier et al., Special Survey Studies , pp. 233-46, Washing-
ton: Government Printing Office, 1935 (As cited in Nelson B. Henry 
(Editor), Adult Reading, Part II, The Fifty-fifth Yearbook of the 
National Socf ety for the Study of Education, University of Chicago 
Press, 1956, : p , 16.) 
5 
The study by Waples and Tyler pointed out a disturbing factor 
that goes along with the idea of availability. They state that avail-
ability of reading materials is a greater factor in determining what 
11 
a person will read, than is interest. 
Whether or not the above statement is a whole truth cannot be 
ascertained at this time. However, in a great number of books on 
administration and supervision in the elementary school consistent 
mention was made that the administrators, the community, and the 
teachers themselves are responsible for seeing that school libraries 
are well stocked with pertinent material readily available to the 
faculty. 
The reading interests of the teachers had been noted as a prob-
lem as far back as 1870 when in London, England an attempt was made 
to broaden teacher reading through the development of "reading 
]I 
circles". 
Their purpose was two-fold: 
1. To improve teaching techniques. 
2. To introduce teachers to new professional books. 
2/Douglas Waples ; "The Relation of Subject Interests at Actual Reading," 
Library Quarterly, (January 1932), 2:42-70, (As cited in Nelson B. Henry 
(Editor), Adult Reading, Part II, The Fifty-fifth Yearbook of the 
National Society for the Study of Education, University of Chicago Press, 
1956, pp. 17-18. 
3/William A. Yeager, Administration and the Teacher, Harper and 
Brothers Publishers, New York, 1954, pp. 270-271. 
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Lester Asheim writes that t hos e wi t h the most education are the 
ones who read most. This was proved in many research studies with 
various age groups in different occupations. He lists three general-
!!/ 
izations on adult reading : 
"1. Almost everyone does some newspaper reading." 
2. About two-thirds of the adult population read one or more 
magazines with some regularity. 
3. And that books - reaching about a quarter of the adult popu-
lation - are read less than any other medium of print." 
Breaking this down even further and dividing it into three cate-
gories : Newspapers , magazines , and books , Asheim claims: 
1. Newspapers -
A. Serious articles are read by the better educated. 
B. Men read the editorials, stocks and bonds information, 
and sports stories. 
C. Women read the fiction features, ads and cooking news. 
2. Magazines -
A. Women read the ads and romantic stories. 
B. Men do more serious reading on public affairs and sports. 
C. In general, men and women read the kinds of things in 
which they are interested. 
3. Books -
A. Women read more fiction books than do the men. 
B. Men read more about business and public affairs. 
C. Men do more serious reading for vocational advancement. 
D. Women read best- sellers - Men read more standard and 
classic books. 
4/Lester Asheim » "What Do Adults Read" , Chapter I, in Adult Reading, 
Nelson B. Henry (Editor) , Part II, The Fifty- fifth Yearbook of the 
National Society for the Study of Educat ion , University of Chicago 
Press, 1956 , pp. 10-13. 
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A study by Helen Haines brings out t he following ideas : 
"Women, apparently, read more books than do men - a con-
clusion shared by nearly all observers of present- day American 
culture. Men give more time to newspaper reading than do women; 
the UQmarried are more interested in books than the married, 
though married people give more time to reading newspapers and 
magazines ; city dwellers read more than do country people." 
A dominant factor in the selection of literature by the general 
public appears to be accessibility or availability. 
N. W. Ayer estimates that in the United States alone we find nearly 
6/ 
7000 different magazines ; published either weekly, monthly, or quarterly.-
John Wood writes that the circul ation of magazines runs into the 
millions of copies. As near as recent reports can estimate, twelve to 
fifteen of these periodicals have circulations of 2 , 000,000 or more; a 
second group of about 70 or 80 magazines each has a circulation of approx-
1/ 
imately 1,000 , 000. 
Newspaper circulations are also in the millions. In l956, there was 
a total of 1761 different daily papers printed in the United States, 
~I 
along with 546 different Sunday papers. 
1/Helen E. Haines , Living With Books , Columbia University Press, New 
York, 1950, p. 30. 
2/N. W. Ayer and Son, Directory of Newspapers and Periodicals, 
N. w. Ayer and Sons Publishing Company , Philadelphia, Pa. , 1948, p. 11. 
1/John P. Wood, Magazines in the Uni t ed States, Ronald Press Company, 
New York , 1949, p. 248. 
~/Edwin D. Goldfield (Editor), Statistical Abstract of the United States, 
78th Annual Edition, United States Government Printing Office, Washing-
ton, D.C., 1957, p. 523. 
Bearing out Lester Asheim's point that books only reach about 
9/ 
one-quarter of the general population, Robert Frase writes:-
"That the substantial growth of book consumption has 
lagged behind the rise in the consumption of the mass media." 
8 
He attributes the shift in consumer demand from books to other 
mediums such as magazines and newspapers to a change in consumers tastes. 
However, in spite of this, there were approximately 115,000,000 adult 
general books sold in the United States in 1954. (This does not include 
Bibles and encyclopedias). 
12.1 
Asheim concluded with the following statement: 
"If teachers themselves do little reading or read without 
discrimination or taste, the coming generation of potential 
readers is considerably handicappec , in the development of its 
own lifetime reading habits. And if we push far enough, we 
must face the fact that the failure of the parents is also often 
ultimately the failure of their teachers." 
On the other hand there were many brief references, by writers who 
expressed the viewpoint that because of the heavy work-load and time-
load of the average elementary school teacher, along with the many extra-
curricular activities in which they must participate, it is impossible 
for them to do much reading, either professional or non-professional. 
9 /Robert W. Frase, "Books and the Mass Media," The New Repub lie, 
(october 31, 1955), 133:30-31. 
lQ/Lester Asheim, op. cit., pp. 17-18. 
I I 
CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
The use of the brainstorming technique in the Seminar on Elementary 
School Administration brought forth some sixty comments on the reading 
of teachers. The comments were organized under the topical headings 
having to do with professional reading, with non-professional reading, 
.. 
and with helping teachers to select reading materials and make better 
use of their reading opportunities. 
In the approach to the problem, the writers realized the necessity 
for making an instrument to use in polling teachers to find out what 
they are reading. The committee felt the instrument should be divided 
into three categories , the personal, the professional, and the non-
professional or the recreational reading interests of teachers. 
The personal section of the questionnaire was developed in order to 
obtain information which the committee felt was necessary for the 
purposes of this study. The general form of the personal section 
remained virtually unchanged throughout the many revisions of the instru-
ment. 
In the professional and recreational reading sections the writers 
decided to eliminate many questions that were ambiguous or indefinite, 
to allow fewer choices for those remaining, and to do away with the check-
lists of books and magazines which would require too much deliberation. 
At this point, the committee felt that it was not nearly as important 
to find out whether the teachers we~e reading~, News Week, or 
.. g .. 
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U.S. News and World Report as i .t was to know how news magazines compared 
with other reading materials both professional a.nd non~professional. 
Since the committee 1 s objective was to compare so many of these 
other interests with reading interests of all types, it ·was decided to 
devise many hypothetical situations in which a teacher would be asked 
to decide which took precedent in his or. her life. However, the writers 
were compelled to dis card most of these items for the following reasons: 
first, it would take literally pages and pages of questions to compare 
each r eading interest with all other interests;; secondly , it was felt 
that the way any teacher answered any question would depend too much on 
the conditions prevailing at the time the teacher did. so; thirdly, there 
was some conjecture regarding the fact that t here is an unfairness in 
asking any teacher to voluntarily contribute a truthful answer to any 
question making him choose between his favorite television program and 
a reading activity which might benefit him professionally , but not offer 
him any personal enjoyment. 
The writers then proceeded to use the preference technique to obtain 
most of the information desired by this study. (See attached question-
naire). The remaining information was obtained by the use of the "either -
or" technique. 
Inorder to compare the subject's preference for all of the various 
types of reading including professional books, professional magazine 
articles, non~fiction books, fiction books, newspapers~ and magazines, 
each of these six items were compared with every ot her item making a. 
total of fifteen "either~·or" questi.ons which would enable us to a.scertain 
11 
the relative popularity of each reading category . 
The writers presented the instrument to the seminm~ for its consid~ 
eration and comment. There were two major suggestions recommended and 
later adopted. One was to inject a little dry humor into the direct ions 
and the other that the questionnaire be shor tened from four and one hal£ 
to three pages. Other changes were of minor consequenc:e. 
The cover letter of the instrument explained the intent and purpose 
of the study and expressed the committee 9 s appreci.s.tion for the time 
spent in completing the questionnaire. 
The committee then received permiss ion from superintendents of the 
selected school systems to distribute these questionnaires to all of 
their elementary school teachers. 
Nine hundred copies of this instrument were sent out to the elemen-
tary teachers in five New England cities ranging in population from 
16,000 to 85,000. 
The questionnaires were collected by the committee in their respect= 
ive areas. They were prepared for tabulation and analysis. 
A sample of the instrument has been included at the end of this 
chapter. 
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Dear Teacher, 
Increased pressures of various kinds on American adults and the 
variety of interests they develop may have changed their reading habit~ 
in recent yee.~s, We do know, for example, that there is a wider sale 
of books, per capita, in Enslan4 than in the United States8 
The enclosed checklist has been dedsned to &how the reacU.ns 
interests of teacherB and the relationship which exists between their 
reading and their other interests, Who can say what these relation .. 
ships ousht to be? In no eenae does the checklist represent what 
teachers ought to be doins about readins. If you are willing to give 
a few minutes of your time, !! will find out what one thousand elementary 
teachers are actually doing, The !! refers to five members of the 
Seminar in Elementary School Administration with Or. w. Linwood Chase 
at Boston University School of Education. 
We are asking for anonymous replies. In our report we will not 
even use the names of the school systems. Obviously, the data collected 
are valuable only to the extent that each checklist returned represents 
the actual sit~ation of the responding teacher and not what he or some~ 
one else wishes it might be. 
Place your completed checklist (yo~ won't omit any items, will 
you?) in the attached envelope. 
Please sive the sealed envelope to your principal. 
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated, We thank you. 
The Seminar Group Project on 
Reading and Other Interests of Teachers 
13 
READING AND OTHER INTERESTS OF TEACHERS 
Some of these are easy to answer, like sex and marital status. Some 
require judgment like hours per this or hours per that. 
Sex •••• Marital status •••• Number of dependents •••• Years of teaching 
experience •••• Present grade •••• Number of children in your room ••••• 
Do you have a part time job during the school year? •••• If so, average 
hours per week •••••• Do you have a summer job? •••••• How many hours per 
week do you spend on the average on course work? •••••• What are your 
hobbies other than reading? •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Average hours per week on hobbies ••••••• How many hours per week do you 
spend on the average on recreation other than hobbies or reading? •••••• 
In how many clubs and other organizations are you a member? •••••••••••• 
In what ways are you particularly active in them? •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Like the hired men who didn't like to make decisions between different 
sizes of potatoes when he was sorting them, maybe you won't like to 
decide what to number 1, and 2, and 3, etc. in the lists below. But you 
will decide, won't you? 
1. Indicate in order of the hours spent in a month perhaps, how you 
spend your leisure ttme. Put 1 in front of the most, 2 in front 
of the next, and so on. 
... 
. . . 
hobby 
T.V. 
reading 
. .. 
social organizations 
other ways (write in) ••••••• 
............................ 
2. Based on the limited time you have for reading, rate your reading 
preferences from 1 to 5. 
• • • 
... 
fiction books 
non-fiction books 
professional books 
... 
professional magazines 
other magazines 
14 
3. And what do you think of this one? In the long run which items 
would be of greatest value to you (list in order of importance 
from 1-6)? Tough decision, but will you do it? 
••• 
••• 
••• 
extensive reading 
traveling 
attending plays and 
musical activities 
Please complete the following: 
taking college courses 
attending lectures 
working on y~ur hobby 
1. Check the time (on the average) spent per week on reading. 
. . . 1 hr. 
2 hrs. 
3 hrs. 
4 hrs •. 
5 hrs. ... More than 
10 hrs • . . . 6 to 10 hrs. 
2. Check the method usually used in your selection of professional 
reading material. 
... 
••• 
Determined by courses registered 
Marked articles by principal 
Another teacher's recommendation 
Author's reputation 
Special interest in the .area 
for 
3. Check the location of the professional books and magazines in 
your system. 
... 
... 
Central administrative offices 
City library 
School building 
Teacher's professional 
organization office 
Other places 
4. Indicate your general methods of reading by using the following 
key: A-skim, B·read selected article or chapter, C-read thoroughly, 
D-no special plan. If it applies you may use more than one lette~ 
on the line in front of each category. 
• I • e t 
..... 
• • • • • 
Fiction books 
Non-fiction books 
Professional books 
..... 
..... 
Professional magazines 
Other magazines 
Newspapers 
5. Do you get more reading done per week in the summer thart during 
the school year? No... Yes ••• 
6. How many books (any kind) have you read in the past four weeks? ••••• 
15 
7. Books which I read most frequent l y are picked because 
they are recommended to me by other people 
the reviews I read arouse my interest in them 
I find them in browsing through the library or book store. 
Now we are getting down to specifics, although we are not salesmen for 
any of these magazines. 
Check any of the first three which you read , or the fourth which is the 
way many people keep up with the news. 
... 
Time 
News Week 
U. S. News and World Report 
I read little from these magazines because I read the newspapers 
and listen to the news reports on the radio. 
Is it one or more of the first three with you, or the fourth? 
National Parent teacher 
N. E, A. Journal 
Massachusetts Teacher or New Hampshire Educator 
I prefer to keep abreast of current trends and public sentiment 
by assumin& an active part. in my own local situation. 
How about this? Check below in the same manner you checked above. 
Saturday Evening Post 
Reader's Digest 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• (List any popular magazine you 
may read just for your own amusement) ' 
I very seldom have time for such magazines with all the other 
things that are expected of me, 
The following items represent a "forced-choice" situation, which means 
that one of the answers in each item must be chosen. 
Put a check mark in front of your choice, 
WOULD YOU PREFER TO (If the time and occasion were right): 
l. . . . Read a professional book 3. ... Rea.d a professional 
OR magazine article 
... Read a non-professional book OR 
... Read a newspaper 
2. ... Read a fiction book 
OR 
... Read a magazine 
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4. Read a magaz i ne 11 . Read a prof essional book 
OR OR 
Read a professional magazine Read a profess i onal maga-
article zine art i cle 
5 . Read a newspaper 12. Read a magaz i ne 
OR OR 
Read a non~ fict i on book Read a news paper 
6. Read a fict i on book 13. Read a profess i onal maga-
OR zine ar t i cle 
Read a professional book OR 
Read a non- f i ct i on book 
7. Read a magaz i ne 
OR lih ! !t ! ReAd ~ 111Aga?ine 
~ t I RI'Hld .!:!. n!':ln.-ft~Um' bog"k QR 
:R,~a.,Q a. P!rQtg~ § iorHll bgl;lk 
a8 ! t 8 R§a.ti @, fie:Ucm b~~"k 
OR u, I ~ • R§ad a. fi~t.ign b~gk 
••• R@ad a, p'fof~u t~ma.l ma.8a.dni OR 
IM"t.ieh ••• ReAd A 'fl@WI!l-p3f.l@t' 
9. ~ .. Read a. newapaper 
OR 
••• Read a profcu1 § iona.l book 
10. • •• Read 
" 
fiction book 
oa 
••• Read a non .. fiction book 
THANKS ever so much , Of courqe we know that in order to do t his c::hec\dist 
for ua you had t o take time from reading, pursuing a hobby , or just 
relaxing. We ean't say we appreciate it Miss Smith, Mrs . Jones, or Mr. Doe 
because we don ' t know your names . But. we do appreciate it all the same. 
CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF THE DATA 
This chapter is concerned with an analysis of the data compiled 
from the questionnaires filled out by 673 elementary school teachers as 
a basis of determining their reading interests. 
Nine hundred questionnaires were distributed in five New England 
communities. Six hundred seventy-three or 74.77 per cent of the total 
were returned. 
Table 1 is an aggregate of the characteristics of the elementary 
school teachers responding in the five communities. It discloses that 
-5.79 per cent hold part time jobs and work 8.23 hours per week; 
24.52 per cent hold sUDil\er jabs; 40.86 per cent take courses ave~aging 
5.27 hours of their time per week; 8.92 per cent have no hobbies, and 
13.67 pe~ cent are not club members. 
The items which were collected on sex, marital status, number of 
dependents, years of experience, present grade, number of children in 
room, average hours per week on hobbies, hours per week spent on 
recreation other than hobbies or reading, member of how many clubs and 
duties performed as a member were deleted for the information gained did 
not seem to have great pertinence to the study. 
Tables 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 are a bre4kdown by communities of the 
information collated in Table 1. 
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Table 1. Certain Characteristics of the 673 teachers in the five New 
England communit ies. 
Characteristics Number Per Cent Average hours 
oer week 
Holds part time job •••• 39 5.79 8.23 
Holds summer job . .••.•. 165 24.52 
Takes courses ... o~••••• 275 40.86 5.27 
Has no hobbies ••••••••• 60 8.92 
No clubs .. o •••••••••••• 92 13.67 
Table 2. Certain Character i stics of 256 teachers in Community A. 
Characteristics Number Per Cent Average hours 
•. per week 
Holds part time job •••• 16 6.25 9.94 
Holds summer job .•.•••. 55 21.48 
Takes courses .......... 96 37.50 5.11 
Has no hobbies ••••••••• 31 12.19 
No clubs ............... 35 13.67 
T.a.ble 3. Certain Cha.racter is tics of the 149 teachers in Community B. 
Characteristics Number Per Cent Average hours 
per week 
Holds part time job •••• 10 6.71 10.50 
Holds summer job . ..•.•. 42 28.19 
Takes cours e s .......... 54 36.24 6.46 
Has n·o hobbies ••••••••• 10 6. 71 
No clUbs ..........•..•. 28 18.79 
19 
Ta.b1e 4. Certain Characteristics of 139 teachers in Community c .. 
Characteristics Number Per Cent Average hours 
per week 
Holds part time job •••• 7 5.03 . 6.28 
Holds summer job ••••••• 32 23.02 
Takes courses •••••••••• 53 38.13 7.11 
Has no hobbies ••••••••• 15 10.79 
No clubs ••••••••••• , ••• 13 9.35 
,. 
Table 5. Certain Characteristics of the 72 teachers in Cormnunity D. 
Characteristics Number Per Cent Average hours 
per week 
Holds part time job •••• 3 2.15 6.33 
Holds summer job •• J '· ••• 25 34.72 .. 
Takes courses •••••••••• 40 55.55 5.62 
Has· rtb hobbies ••••••••• 7 9.72 
No clubs ••••••••••••• • '• 13 18.05 
.. . 
.. . . 
-- -· -
.. 
·- -- ·-·--
... . . . 
-····· 
.. -
.. 
-
.. .. .. . . .. 
Characterteti.ca Number Per Cent Avaraaa houri 
Der week 
Holda part time job •••• 3 .5.26 e.oo 
Holda 1\Ullller job,,,, ••• 11 19.30 
Taka a cour••••••••••••• 32 .56.14 5. 78 
H&a no hobbi••••••••••• 2 3 • .51 
No club• I I I I I I I I 0 I I I I I I 3 .5126 
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Table 7. First through fifth choices made by 673 teachers in five 
category groups in five communities. 
First Second Third Fourth Fifth No 
Cate- Choice Choice Choice Choice Choice Choice 
gories Per Per Per Per Per Per 
No, Cent No, Cent No. Cent No, Cent No. Cent No, Cent 
Hobby• • 10(} 14.86 190 2fr,23 197 29.27 84 12.48 23 3.42 }9 11.74 
TV • • • • • 165 24.52 171 25.41 138 20.50 87 12.93 47 6,98 65 9.66 
Read ins 273 40.57 205 30.46 114 16.94 49 7.28 11 1.63 21 3.12 
Social · 
Organi-
zations 39 5.79 56 8,32 116 17.24 226 33.58 105 15.60 131 19.47 
Other 
Ways* •• 96 14.26 44 6,54 54 8.02 60 8.92 163 24.22 256 38,04 
Totals 
Per 
No, Cent 
673 100.00 
673 100,00 
673 100,00 
673 100.00 
67 3 100,00 
* Other ways includes such functions as entertaining, school and church work, 
theater, and others too numerous to mention. 
The criterion groups are composed of teachers making a first choice 
in hobby, television, reading, social organization, and other ways. 
The second, third, fourth, and fifth choices were not considered in 
forming the criterion groups. 
Table 7 designates the number of first through fifth choices in five 
categories made by the 673 teachers used in this study. 
Reading, as the favorite way of spending leiaure time, was chosen first, 
seaondJ or third by 592 teachers which represents 87.97 per cent of the 
total. 
Hobby and television w•re cloeely rolated. Four h~nd~ed eiahty~eeven 
teachers or 72.36 per cent chose hobbies in either first, second, or third 
position, ~our hundred aeventy•fou~ teachers or 70,43 per cent chose tele~ 
viaion in one of the three poeitions. These fisures indicate the greater 
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percentage of teachers tend to spend leisure time reading, working on 
hobbies, or watching television. 
A smaller segment of 211 teachers or 31.35 per cent of the total 
chose social organizations in positions one, two, or three. 
The smallest group, consisting of 194 teachers or 28.82 per cent 
chose other ways in one of the three positions. 
Table 8. First through fifth choices made by 256 teachers in five 
category groups in Community A. 
First Second Third Fourth Fifth No 
Cate- Choice Choice Choice Choice Choice Choice Totals 
gories Per Per Per Per Per Per Per 
No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent 
Hobby •• so 19.53 68 26.56 58 22.66 36 14.06 9 3.52 35 13.67 256 100.00 
'I'V ••••• 55 21.48 60 23.43 70 27.35 30 11.72 12 4. 69 29 11.33 256 100.00 
Reading 95 37.11 89 34.76 43 16.80 12 4.69 4 1.~6 13 5.08 256 100.00 
Soc. Or. 16 6.25 18 7.03 42 16.41 86 33.59 41 16.q2 53 20.70 256 100.00 
Other 
Ways• • • • 40 15.63 12 4.69 17 6.64 19 7.42 89 34.76 79 30.86 256 100.00 
Tabl~ 9. First through fifth choicea made by 149 teachers in five 
c~tegory groups in Co~nity a. 
- -
- --- - -- -- --
First Second Third Fourth 
" 
Fi.fth No 
Ca.te"' Choice Choice Choice Choice Choice Choice Totals 
gories Per Per Per Per Per Per Per 
No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No, Cent No. Cent No, Cent No. Cent 
---- --
Hobby •• 17 11.41 42 28.19 56 37.59 20 13.42 3 2,01 11 7.38 149 100.00 
N. •. '' 38 25.50 39 26.18 18 12,08 23 15.44 18 12.08 13 8.72 149 100,00 
Reading 59 39.60 40 2.6.85 32 21.48 11 7.38 2 1.34 5 3,35 149 100.00 
Soc, Or. 12 8,05 11 1.38 22 14.77 44 29.53 25 16,78 35 23.49 149 100,00 
Other 
We.ys ••• , 23 15.44 15 10,07 7 4. 70 10 6. 71 19 12,75 75 50.33 149 100,00 
. -
-
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Table 10. First through fifth choices made by 139 teachers in five 
category groups in Community C. 
First Second Third Fourth Fifth No 
Cate- Choice Choice Choice Choice Choice Choice Totals 
gories Per Per Per Per Per Per Per 
No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent 
Hobby ••• 25 17.98 38 27.34 45 32.38 7 5.04 5 3.59 19 13.67 139 100.00 
rrv- ••••• 39 28.06 34 24.47 26 18.70 18 12.94 7 5. Ot~ 15 10.79 139 100.00 
Reading. 54 38.85 44 31.66 21 15.11 9 6.47 4 2.87 7 5.04 139 100.00 
Soc. Or. 4 2.87 12 8.64 15 10.79 52 37.42 25 17.98 31 22.30 139 100.00 
Other 
Ways •••• 17 12.24 7 5.04 16 11.51 17 12. 24 26 18.70 56 40.27 139 100.00 
Table 11. First through fifth choices made by 72 teachers in five 
category groups in Community D. 
First Second Third Fourth Fifth No 
Cate- Choice Choice Choice Choice Choice Choice Totals 
gories Per Per Per Per Per Per Per 
No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent 
Hobby ••• 6 8.34 28 38.89 19 26.38 4 5.56 2 2.78 13 18.05 72 100.00 
N. • • • • • 12 16.66 16 22.23 13 18.05 9 12.50 8 11.11 14 19.45 72 100.00 
Reading. 39 54.17 15 20.83 9 12.50 4 5.56 0 o.oo 5 6.94 72 100.00 
Soc. Or. 4 5.56 8 11.11 17 23.61 24 33.33 6 8.34 13 18.05 72 100.00 
Other 
Ways •••• 11 15.28 4 5.56 12 16.66 9 12.50 19 26.39 17 23.61 72 100.00 
Table 12. First through fifth choices made by 57 t eachers in five 
category groups in Community E. 
First Second Third Fourth Fifth No 
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Cate- Choice Choice Choice Choice Choice Choice Totals 
gories Per Per Per Per Per Per Per 
No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent 
Hobby ••• 2 3.51 14 24.56 19 33.33 17 29.82 4 7.02 1 1. 76 57 100.00 
TV • • • • • • 21 36.84 12 21.05 11 19.30 7 12.28 2 3.51 4 7.02 57 100.00 
Reading. 26 45.61 17 29.82 9 15.79 3 5.26 1 1. 76 1 1. 76 57 100.00 
Soc. Or. 3 5.26 7 12.28 15 26.31 20 35.09 8 14.04 4 7.02 57 100.00 
Other 
Ways •••• 5 8.77 6 10 . 53 2 3.51 5 8. 77 10 17.54 29 50.88 57 100.00 
In analyzing Tables 8 through 12 reading, television, hobbies, other 
ways, and social organizations ranked one through five respectively in 
relative standing using first choices only. 
In combining choices one, two, and three reading was selected by at 
least 85.00 per cent of the teachers in each community. Hobbies, which 
ranked second, was chosen by at least 61.00 per cent of the teachers. 
Television, closely following, was chosen by at least 56.00 per cent of 
the teachers. However, in using this met hod , social organizations now 
ranked fourth with a percentage of 22.81 and other ways dropped to fifth 
with a percenta.ge of 22.30. 
24 
Table 13. First choice, and combined first, second, third choices on 
self-improvement items chosen by 673 teachers in five commun-
ities. 
Combined first, second, third 
Items First Choice choices 
1 Number Percentage Number Percentage 
\ 
Extensive reading ••••• 138 20.51 452 22.39 
Traveling ••••••••••••• 326 48.44 554 .27.49 
Attending plays and 
musical activities ••• 26 3.86 270 13.37 
Taking college courses 105 15.60 324 16.05 
Attending lectures •••• 14 2.08 179 8.87 
Working on your hobby. 45 6.69 193 9.56 
Table 13 designates items of greatest value for self-improvement for 
673 teachers in five New England communities. First place choices and 
combined first, second, and third choices are shown on this table. 
Travel was selected by teachers as being of greatest value to them. 
Three hundred twenty•six or 48.44 per cent indicated this as their first 
choice. Five hundred fiftywfour of the total choices, or 22.49 per cent, 
were for travel as a first, aecond, or third choice. 
Extensive readins wae choaen first by 138 teachers or 20.51 par cent. 
When first, second, and third choices ware combined it still totaled only 
22.39 par cent of the total. 
Taking college couraee placed third being selected by 105 teachera, 
or 15,60 per cent, as a first choice, and 324 choices, or 16.05 per cent, 
When firet, aecond, and third were combined. 
Working on hobbiea waa rated first by 45 teachere or 6.69 per cent. 
This placed the item in fourth position, but when first, .second, and third 
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choices were combined, this item placed fifth being chosen 193 times 
or 9,56 per cent. 
Attending plays and musical activities although only chosen first 
by 26 teachers or 3,86 per cent, and placing fifth in first choice rank• 
ing, increased significantly in the combined choices being chosen 270 
times or 13.37 per cent of the total and thus placed fourth on the list. 
Attending lectures placed last on both lists. Fourteen teachers 
or 2.08 per cent placed it first and 179 choices or 8.87 per cent placed 
it either first, second, or third. 
Table 14. First choice, and combined first, second, third choices on 
self-improvement items chosen by 256 teachers in Community A. 
Items Choices 
First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Blanks 
Extensive reading ••••• 56 68 51 31 31 13 6 
Traveling ••••••••••••• 114 63 36 21 10 8 4 
Attending plays and 
musical activities ••• 8 46 55 50 47 44 6 
Taking college courses 37 29 45 55 46 39 5 
Attending lectures •••• 5 22 43 62 ·61 59 4 
Workins on your hobby, 20 31 21 38 53 87 6 
26 
Table 15 . First choice , and combined first , second , t hird choices on 
self-improvement items chosen by 149 teachers i n Community B. 
Items Choices 
First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Blanks 
Extensive reading,,,,, 35 37 22 28 17 9 1 
Traveling ••••••••••••• 74 34 19 10 5 6 1 
AttenQing plays and 
musical activities ••• 11 24 27 37 25 24 1 
Taking college courses 16 23 24 31 28 26 1 
Attending lectures •••• 5 14 32 26 42 29 1 
Working op your hobby. 7 16 24 16 31 54 1 
Table 16. First choice, and combined first, second, thir d choices on 
self-improvement items chosen by 139 teachers in Community C. 
Items Choices 
First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Blanks 
Extensive reading ••••• 26 41 31 21 12 3 5 
Traveling ••••••••••••• 72 27 15 13 5 4 3 
Attending plays and 
musical activities ••• 3 25 19 27 37 23 5 
Ta.king college courses 26 18 31 23 18 20 3 
Attending lectures •••• 1 14 22 31 37 28 6 
Working on your hobby. 9 11 17 19 24 54 5 
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Table 17. First choice, and combined first, second, third choices on 
self-improvement items chosen by 72 teachers in Community D. 
Items Choices 
First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Blanks 
Extensive reading ••••• 8 19 17 14 8 3 3 
Traveling ••••••••••••• 39 11 11 5 2 1 3 
Attending plays and 
musical activities ••• 1 19 14 13 12 10 3 
Taking college courses 14 11 13 10 6 15 3 
Attending lectures •••• 1 4 4 15 27 18 3 
Working on your hobby. 6 5 11 12 13 22 3 
Table 18. First choice, and combined first, second, third choices on 
self-improvement items chosen by 57 teachers in Community E. 
Items Choices 
First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Blanks 
Extensive reading ••••• 13 18 12 3 8 3 0 
Traveling ••••••••••••• 27 12 10 6 1 1 0 
Attending plays and 
musical activities ••• 3 8 7 11 16 12 0 
Taking college courses 12 1.4 11 6 7 7 0 
Attending lectures •••• 2 2 8 17 12 16 0 
Working on your hobby. 3 4 8 13 12 17 0 
Tables 14 through 18 show the number of times each item was chosen 
first, second, third, fourth, fifth, or sixth in each of t~e five 
communities. It also lists the number of no answer returns for each 
item. 
'..\ 
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Table 19. Methods· used by 518 teachers in five communities for selecting 
professional reading material. 
Commun• Commun• Commun""' CommunN Commun-
Methods ity ity ity ity ity Per Cent 
A B c D E Total of Total 
Determined by 
courses registered 
for ..•• , .• , , ...... , 37 12 13 5 1 68 13.13 
Marked articles by 
Principal •••••••••• 3 1 0 >3 0 7 1.35 
Another teacher's 
recommendation ••••• 2 5 2 2 1 12 2.32 
Author's reputation 8 4 11 0 1 24 4.63 
Special interest in 
the area ••••••••••• 164 82 88 43 30 407 78.57 
·-
Total ••••••••••• 214 104 114 53 33 518 100.00 
Table 19 indicates the methods used by teachers in se1ectins profess~ 
ional reading material. 
The most significant disclosure from this table is that 78.57 per cent 
of the teachers chose special interest in the area as their chief method of 
selecting professional reading. 
Courses, which are an important part of teacher•training, were chosen 
by only 13.13 per cent of the teachers as their method of sel'ection. Thb 
is a surprisingly small percentage with 40.86 per cent of the total number 
of teachers taking courses. 
Apparently, teacher's professional reading is dominated by their own . 
special interest and not by courses they are taking. 
Furthermore, table 19 indicates that marked articles by the principal, 
teacher reconunendations, or a.uthor' s reputation do little to stimulate 
' · 
0 • 
.. 
• j 
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greater professional reading by teachers. 
Twenty-three per cent of the teachers either failed to respond 
or checked more than one item making it impossible for the writers to 
determine what method they most frequently used in selecting reading 
material. 
Table. 20. Average reading time and books read by 673 teachers in the 
five category groups in five communities. 
More Reading in Summer than Books Read in 
Winter 4 Weeks 
Groups Ave. hrs. Per Per No Per No. Ave. No. 
Per Week Yes Cent No Cent Ans. Cent Ans. of Books 
Hobby group 100 4. 72 76 76.00 17 17 .oo 7 7.00 97 2.02 
TV group ••• 165 5.35 128 77.58 36 21.82 1 ,60 163 2.29 
Reading 
group ••••• 273 7.85 199 72~89 70 25.64 4 1.47 264 3.92 
Social org. 
group ••••• 39 5.51 30 76.92 9 23.08 0 o.oo 38 2.05 
Other Ways 
group, •••• __2.2 5,89 64 66.67 21 21.88 11 11.46 83 2.13 
Total 673 
Table 20 shows the ave~ase reading time and books read in the five 
catesory groups in five communities. The moat notable finding discloses 
that all sroups tend to do much more reading in summer than winter. 
It emphasizes the similarities of each group. There were no signifi• 
cant differences in any one area on this table. Regardless of how teachers 
spend their leisure time it may be assumed there is U.ttle var:l.ance in 
their reading habits. 
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Table 21. Average reading time and books read by 256 teachers in the 
five category groups in Community A. 
.. 
More Reading in Summer than Books Read in 
Winter 4 Weeks 
Groups Ave. hrs Per Per No Per No. Ave. No. 
Per Week Yes Cent No Cent Ans. Cent Ans. of Books 
Hobby group 50 5.46 41 82.00 7 14 .00 2 4.00 50 1.52 
TV group ••• 55 6.56 37 67.27 18 32.73 0 0.00 55 2 . 85 
Reading 
group ••••• 95 7.05 73 76 . 8fc. 22 23. 16 0 o.oo 95 3.37 
Social org. 
group • •• •. 16 4 . 06 13 81. 25 3 18.75 0 0 .00 16 1. 75 
Other Ways 
group ••.•• 40 6.28 31 77.50 9 22.50 0 o.oo 40 2.30 
Total 256 
Table 22. Average reading time and books read by 149 teachers in the 
five category groups in Community B. 
' More Reading in Summer than Books Read in .. 
Winter 4 Weeks 
· Groups Ave. hrs. Per Per No Per No. Ave. No. 
Per Week Yes Cent No Cent Ans . Cent Ans. of Books 
Hobby gr.oup 17 5.11 10 58.82 4 23.53 3 17.65 16 3.38 
TV group ••• 38 6.00 35 92.11 3 7.89 0 o.oo 37 1. 97 
aeading 
group ••••• 59 8.56 40 67 .so 18 30.51 1 1. 69 59 5.17 
Social. org. 
group . , ••• 12 6,83 8 66. 67 4 33 . 33 0 0.00 11 :2. 55 
Other Ways 
group •• , •• 
. ~~. 6.00 18 78. 26 5 21.74 0 o.oo 21 2.52 
Total 149 
·- --""--..oF '" ' lR>U-• 
-
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Table 23. Average reading time and books read by 139 teachers in the 
five categ~ry groups in Community C • 
. . 
More Reading in Summer than Books Read in 
Winter 4 Weeks 
Groups Ave. hrs. Per Per No Per No. Ave. No. 
Per Week Yes Cent No Cent Ans. Cent Ans. of Books 
Hobby group 25 2.64 18 72.00 5 20.00 2 8.00 23 2.20 
TV group ••• 39 3.10 30 75.89 9 24.11 0 0.00 39 2.40 
Reading '· 
group ••• •• 54 8.67 38 70.37 . 13 24.07 3 5.56 51 3.50 
Social org. 
group ••• • . 4 8.25 3 75.00 1 25,00 0 o.oo 4 3. 75 
Other Ways 
group •••• • J1. 8 , 00 a 47,05 4 Z3.52 ~ 28.43 12 1.43 
-
Tc>tAl ll~ 
- ~-- - ~ ~-- ·-- ... ··- " ·- ·-
--~ .- _. ·~r··•·• 
- ·-... - ·- ~ ·- .. ~ - - .. ~ ~· .. .... J . - ' ... ........ 
T~bl@. ~4. Ave~&se ~~-.d~na tim@. &nd book~ feld bf 72 teAQh~ri tn the 
five eateHory sr~qp§ in Q~nity Pft 
More Re3dina tn Summer than 
W:l.nter 
Booku R~;f&<l :I.JJ 
4 Weeks 
Grou.ru1 Ave, hrs. · Per .. Per · No Por No, Ave:·;· SNo:-
Per Week Yes Cent No Cent Ans. Cant Ana. o:f Books 
Hobby a~oup 6 5,50 
TV sroup •• , 12 7,08 
Read ina 
aroup..... 39 6,26 
Social org. 
group ••••• 
Other Ways 
group, •••• 
4 
11 
-
Total 72 
s. 75 . 
1. 73 
5 83. 33 1 16.67 0 
a 66.66 3 as.oo 1 
26 66,66 13 33.34 0 
4 100.00 
3 27.27 
0 0,00 
2 18.18 
0 
6 
o.oo 6 
8.34 u 
o.oo 39 
o.oo 
54.55 
4 
s 
3.16 
1.50 
,91 
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Table 25. Average reading time and books read by 57 teachers in t he 
five category groups in Community E. 
-
More Reading in Summer than Books Read in 
Winter 4 Weeks 
Groups Ave. hrs Per Per No Per No. Ave.· No. 
Per Week Yes Cent No Cent Ans. Cent Ans. of Books 
Hobby group 2 6,50 2 100.00 0 o.oo 0 o.oo 2 3,00 
TV group ... 21 5.05 18 85.70 3 14.30 0 o.oo 21 1.67 
Reading 
group ••••• 26 8,08. 22 84.60 4 15.40 0 o.oo 20 4.25 
Social org. 
group ••••• 3 4.00 2 66.67 1 33.33 0 o.oo 3 .33 
Other Ways 
group ••••• 
....2 4.20 . 4 80.00 1 20.00 0 o.oo 5 2.40 
Total 57 
Tables 21 through 25 are broken down by communities. Generally 
speaking, these tables point up the fact that reading habits .of teachers 
vary little in these five New England communities. They read about two 
books per month and spend approximately six hours per week readins. 
Each table atronsly .mphaai~ed that moet teacher• read more in aummar 
than winter. 
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Table 26. Reasons why bp.oks read are most frequently chosen by 538 
teachers in five New England cpmmunities 
Are chosen Commun- Commun- Commun• Commun• Commun• Per Cent 
because ity A .itv B itv C itv D itv E Total of Total 
Recommended to 
me by other 
people •••••••• 100 51 67 33 19 270 
Reviews read •• 60 41 23 12 7 143 
Through brows-
ing . .•........ 45 25 30 15 10 125 
Total 538 
* One hundred thirty-five teachers failed to respond or answered 
incorrectly accounting for the total of 538 teachers used in 
this table. 
50.19 
26.58 
23.23 
100.00 
Examination of Table 26 reveals that a considerable number of books 
are chosen on other people's recommendation. In general, a small 
percentage of teachers choose a book because of reviews or browsing. It 
may be assumed that personal recommendation is the strongest factor in 
the selection of books by teachers. 
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Table 27. The number and percentage of teachers in all five connnunities 
by category groups reading .certain magazines • 
. 
Category Hobby TV Reading Soc. Org. Other Ways 
Number in 
Category 100 165 273 39 96 
Per Per Per Per Per 
No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent 
Time •••••• 50 50.00 58 35.15 124 45.42 15 38.46 34 35.42 
Newsweek •• 27 27 .oo 29 17.58 83 30.40 5 12.82 13 13.54 
U.S. News 
and World 
Report •••• 19 19.00 18 10.91 40 14.65 6 15.38 14 14.58 
N.E.A. 
Journal. •• 39 39.00 67 40.61 133 48.71 22 56.41 39 40.63 
State 
Teachers 
Magazine .• 62 62.00 101 61.21 183 67.03 27 69.23 53 55.21 
Saturday 
Evening 
Post •••••• 52 52.00 74 44.85 138 50.55 12 30.77 26 27.08 
Reader's 
Digest •••• 67 67 .oo 120 72.73 197 72.16 27 69.23 61 63.54 
Table 27 reveals the number and percentage of teachers in all five 
communities by category groups reading certain magazines. 
Time, News:week, u.s. News ~nd \jorld R~port were frequently selected 
by the t eachers t hus indicating this as one method used to keep abreast 
of current events. Of the news magazines !!!! was selected most frequent• 
ly. 
The State Teacher's Magazine was more widely read of the two 
professional issues listed. 
The Reader's Digest was the most popular of all the magazines 
. 
listed. The popularity of this magazine ranged from a low of 63.54 per 
cent to a high~i 79.73 per cent of the teachers in the five New England 
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communities. 
Generally, teachers in the five category groups tend to display 
a noticeable similarity in their magazine reading preferences. 
Table 28. The number and percentage of teachers in Community A by 
category groups reading certain magazines. 
Category Hobby TV Reading Soc. Or g. Other Wavs 
Number in 
.. 
Category 50 55 95 16 40 
Per Per Per Per Per 
No. Cent No. Cent N<?o Cent No. Cent No • Cent 
.. -
Time •••••• 21 42.00 19 34.55 38 40.00 6 37 .so 20 50.00 
Newsweek •• 7 14.00 7 12.73 24 25.26 2 12.50 7 17 . so 
U.S. News 
and World 
Report •••• 9 18.00 4 7.27 14 14.74 1 6.25 4 · 10 . 00 
N.E.A. 
Journal. •• 19 38.00 18 32.73 30 31.58 7 43.75 9 22.50 
State 
Teachers 
Magazine •• 33 66.00 37 67.27 72 7 5. 79 9 56.25 20 50.00 
Saturday 
Evening 
Post ••••• • 25 50.00 25 45.45 43 45.26 4 25.00 9 22.50 
Reader's 
Disest •••• 31 62.00 38 69.09 67 70,53 9 56.25 27 67 .so 
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Table 29. The number and percentage of teachers in Community B by _ 
category groups reading certa in magazines. 
Category Hobby TV Reading Soc. Org. Other Ways 
Number in 
Category 17 38 59 12 23 
Per Per Per Per Per 
No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent 
Time •••••• 9 52.94 9 23.68 27 45 .76 6 50.00 6 26.09 
Newswe_ek •• 7 41.18 6 15.79 22 32.29 2 16.67 4 _17. 39 
U.S . News 
and World 
Report •••• 1 5.88 3 7.89 9 15.25 4 33.33 6 26 .09 
N.E.A . 
Journal .•• 13 76.47 22 57.89 43 72.88 11 91.67 16 69.57 
State 
Teachers 
Magazine •• 9 52.94 17 44.74 35 59.32 9 75.00 18 78.26 
Saturday 
Evening 
Post •••••• 13 76.47 22 57.89 24 40.68 5 41.67 9 39.13 
Reader's 
Digest •••• 12 70.59 27 71.05 42 71.19 9 75.00 16 69.57 
Table 30. The number and percentage of teachers i n Community C by 
cat egory groups reading certain magazines. 
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Category Hobbv TV Reading Soc. Org, Other Ways 
Number in 
Categorv 25 39 54 4 17 
Per Per Per Per Per 
No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent 
Time •••••• 15 60.00 20 51 . 28 28 51.85 2 50.00 4 23.53 
Newsweek •• 10 40.00 10 25.64 13 24.07 1 25.00 1 5.88 
U.S. News 
and World 
Report •••• 8 32.00 7 17.95 5 9.25 0 o.oo 3 17 . 65 
N.E.A . 
Journal •.• 2 8 . 00 10 25.64 20 37.04 1 25.00 6 35.29 
State 
Teacher's 
Magazine •• 13 52.00 29 74.36 29 53.70 4 100.00 7 41.18 
Saturday 
Evening 
Post •••••• 11 44.00 13 33.33 26 48.15 2 50.00 5 29.41 
Reader's 
Digest .••• 20 80.00 30 76.92 35 66.67 4 100.00 10 58.82 
Table 31. The number and percentage of teachers in Community D by 
category groups reading certain magazines. 
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Category Hobby TV Reading Soc. Org. Other Wavs 
Number in 
Category 6 12 39 4 . 11 
Per Per Per Per Per 
No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent 
Time •••••• 3 50.00 6 50.00 17 43.59 0 o.oo 2 18.18 
Newsweek •• 2 33.33 4 33.33 15 38.46 0 0.00 0 o.oo 
U.S. News 
and World 
Report •••• 1 16.67 1 8.33 8 20 .51 1 25.00 0 o.oo 
N.E.A. 
Journal ••• 3 50.00 1 8.33 16 41.03 1 25.00 3 27.27 
State 
Teacher's 
Magazine •• 5 83.33 7 58.33 29 74 . 36 3 75.00 3 27.27 
Saturday 
Evening 
Poet ••••• • 2 33.;33 5 41.67 29 74.36 1 25.00 2 18.18 
Reader's 
Digest •••• 3 50.00 7 58.33 33 84,62 4 100.00 4 36.36 
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Table 32. The number and percent age of teachers in Community E by 
category groups reading certai n magazines . 
Cate2ory Hobby TV Readin2 Soc. Org. Other Ways 
Number in 
Cate_g_orv 2 21 26 3 3 
Per Per Per Per Per 
No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent No. Cent 
Time •••••• 2 100.00 4 19.05 14 53.85 1 33.33 2 40.00 
Newsweek •• 1 50.00 2 9.52 9 34.62 0 o.oo 1 20.00 
u.s. News 
and World 
Repol;'t, , ,, 0 Q, OO 3 14.29 4 }.5,39 0 Q, OO 1 ~Q , OQ 
N.E~A· 
JQ\l~nal,. , 4 lQO,OO 16 76.19 24 92 . ;31 z 6Q , 67 5 l.OO , QO 
State 
Te11cheJ; 1 s 
M~s~~iP.e ,, 2 lQO , OO 1l 52 ,38 l.S 69.23 2 66 , &7 ~ lQO,OQ 
Saty}:'day 
Even1PS 
PQst,,.,,, l, ,50.00 9 42 ,86 16 61 , 15 0 0, 00 1 20!00 
Reader's 
Pisett •••• 1 :so.oo 1.6 as . 7l 2.0 76 ,92 l 33 . 33 4 so.oo 
... .. .. ~ . ·-
- -- --
. . . . .. -
Tables 28 through 32 show again the fairly constant tendency of the 
teachers to read the same magazines. 
Table 33. The number of write• i ns for the three moat popular maga1inea 
in all five communities excluding ·Reader'a Digeat and Saturday 
Evening Post. 
c ommun1t y 
Maaazines A B c D E TOTALS 
Ladies Home Journal. 51 22 25 17 8 123 
Life •. ............... 40 27 14 11 7 99 
McCall's •••••••••••• 23. 13 19 6 12 66 
In view of the fac t that the Saturday Evening Post and Reader's Digest 
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were mentioned in the questionnaire» ~he writers feel that the "write~ 
ina" had nowhere the opportunity to score as high in the popularity 
poll as did these two. Thtrd, fourth, and fifth places in this survey 
went to Ladies Home Journal, ~. and McCall's. 
Only the three magazines mentioned with the greatest frequency 
are tabulated above. If all the magazines listed were tabulated, 
there would not be room for them on this page. There were many teachers 
who made no mention of any popular magazine which · they read. 
Table 34. Reading preferences of 620 teachers in five communities. 
Possible Times Per Cent 
Reading Preferences Choices Chosen Chosen 
Profeaaional Book••••••••••••• 2472 486 19.66 
Non-Fiction Book•••••••••••••• 2472 1063 43.00 
Fiction Book•••••••••••••••••• 3100 1777 57.32 
Non•Profeaaiona1 Maaa•in•••••• 3100 1768 57.03 
Profettiona1 Maaa•in•••••••••• 3100 1618 52.19 
Newtpapera •••••••••••••••••••• 3100 1979 63.84 
* Fift:y•thne teacher• failed to respond to thia queation. 
Newapapera, fiction book•, non-prohuiona1 maaadnea, profeniona1 
maaa•inea, non-fiction booka, and profeaaional booka••• Thia waa the 
order of aa1action which taachera apparently prefer in aelacting the 
varioua typal of reading material. Brevity and interest aeam to be the 
kay factora for determining what teachers prefer to read. The question• 
naira stated, "If the time and the occasion were right, which would you 
prefer?" Then it became choice of either or comparing each of these six 
items with every other item. An error in questionnaire on the first 
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question calling non-fiction books non- professional books forced the 
committee to delete that item accounting for the fact that there were 
only 2472 possible choices on the first two items. 
The writers were surprised at nothing except the fact that 
professional magazines were more often chosen than non-fiction books. 
It may be due to the great interest . teachers have in knowing what is 
happening in their profession or it may be due to the fact that reading 
a non-fiction book takes much more time than does reading an article 
here and there from a professional magazine . A third supposition is 
that teacher 's magazines are more accessible to the average teacher. 
Table 35. Reading preferences of 222 teachers in Community A. 
Possible Times Per Cent 
Readin2 Preferences Choices Chosen Chosen 
' 
Professional Books •••••••••••• 888 167 18.81 
Non-Fiction Books ••••••••••••• 888 390 43.92 
Fiction Books ••••••••••••••••• 1110 710 63.96 
Non-Professional Maga~ines,,,, 1110 643 57.93 
Profeaeional Magazines •• •••••• 1110 554 49.91 
Newspaper• •••••••• ••• ••••••••• 1110 780 70.27 
Table 36, Reading preferences of 135 teachers in Community B. 
Possible Times Per Cent 
Reading Preferences Choices Chosen Chosen 
Professional Books •••••••••••• 540 ·46 8.52 
Non-Fiction Books ••••••••• •••• 540 244 45.19 
Fiction Books ••••••••• ~ ••• ,,,. 675 403 59.70 
Non-Professional Magazines •••• 675 407 60.30 
Professional Magazines •••• •••• 675 327 48.44 
Newspapers •••••••••••••••••••• 675 389 57.63 
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Table 37. Reading preferences of 139 teachers in Community C. 
Possible Times Per Cent 
Reading Preferences Choices Chosen Chosen 
Professional Books •••••••••••• . 556 146 26.26 
Non-Fiction Books ••••••••••••• 556 243 43.71 
Fiction Books ••••••••••••••••• 695 338 48.63 
Non-Professional Magazines •••• 695 378 54.39 
Professional Magazines •••••••• 695 401 57.70 
Newspapers • ••••••• ! ••••••••••• 695 425 61.15 
Table 38. Reading preferences of 67 teachers in Community D. 
Possible Times Per Cent 
Readin2 Preferences Choices Chosen Chosen 
Professional Books •••••••••••• 268 73 27.24 
Non-Fiction Book~•·••••••••••• 268 110 41.04 
Fi~tion Books ••• ~••••••••••••• 335 166 49.55 
Non-Professional Magazines •••• 335 183 54.63 
Professional Magazines •••••••• 335 200 59.70 
Newspapers. , •••••• , ••••••••• , • 335 208 62,09 
Table 39. Reading preferences of 57 teachera in community E, 
Pouible Time a Per Cent 
Readina Preferen~ea Choices Chol8n Choten 
Professional Booka •••••••••••• 220 54 24.55 
Non•Fiction Books ••••••••••••• 220 76 34.55 
Fiction Books ••••••••••••• •••• 285 160 56.14 
Non-Professional Magazine&•••• 285 157 55.09 
Professional Magazines •••••••• 285 136 47.72 
Newspapers •••••••••••••••••••• 285 177 62.11 
Tables 35 through 39 list reading preferences of the teachers in 
each of the five communities. 
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Ques tion two on reading preferences was eliminated in the analysis 
of data. It was decided that the forced=choice technique on the last 
page of the questionnaire would produce a more accurate picture of 
teachers' reading preferences. 
Question three on page two was deleted in the analysis of the dat a. 
It was felt that the teachers did not know where professional books and 
magazines could be found in their system. The information could better 
have been obtained by personal investigation by t he writers. 
Question four on page two was not used in our analysis. The 
directions for the question allowed the person answering to use more 
than one letter. This made the question too difficult to tabulate. 
The data gathered in this chapter reveal that teachers in the 
elementary grades are spending a considerable proportion of their time 
in reading newspapers~ non"professional magazines, and fiction books, 
Also , they tend to read professional material chiefly for a special 
interest in a particular area. Some professional reading materials are 
widely read by teachers , whereas, other professional reading material 
seema to be neglected. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Purpose of the study.--This study was designed to show the read-
ing interests of elementary school teachers and the relationship which 
exists between their reading and their other interests. The data 
needed for this study were obtained by the use of a questionnaire. The 
questionnaire consisted of three parts: (1) Personal section which was 
used to determine the teacher's role in education and his social environ-
ment~ (2) Professional reading section which was designed to find out 
what teachers were reading .professionally in education. (3) Recreational 
reading and other interests which was used to determine the amount of 
non-professional reading done by teachers and other activities they prefer 
in place of readi~g. The questionnaire was distributed among nine 
hundred elementary school teachers in the New England area. 
Part time and summer jobs.--A vast majority of ,the teachers polled 
were women and of course to many families the income of the teacher is 
a supplement. The fact that about 6 per cent of the teachers hold. part 
time jobs and that about 25 per cent of the teachers hold summer jobs 
is not astounding in terms of its reading implications. 
Teachers further their education . --Slightly more than 40 per cent 
of the teachers polled are taking courses averaging about 5 1/4 hours 
per week. This is significant because it indicates a healthy desire for 
advancement plus some additional teacher load during the school year. 
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Teachers who have no hobbies.--About 9 per cent of the total teachers 
gave this reaction. This probably has little significance because the 
questionnaire said, ''What are your hobbies other than reading?" 
Relative interest in reading. television or hobbies.--Results show 
that reading is a more active interest with most teachers in the elementary 
field than is either television or hobby, although television and hobby 
interests runs about 15 per cent and 17 per cent behind respectively. 
Values to the teacher.--Although some communities do allow credit to 
teachers who travel extensively, most communities advance their teachers 
up the salary scale through experience and course credit. as the criteria. 
This survey shows overwhelmingly that teachers feel that travel would help 
them to be better teachers more than anything ~lse. .A total of 48 per cent 
of the teachers chose travel as being of greatest value to them. Reading 
was a poor second with 21 per cent a~d taking college courses third with 
16 per cent. All of the above figures represent only first choice totals 
and percentages. Taking the first three choices combined tends to modify, 
but not alter these findings. If course credit did not exist as an 
artificial stimuli, teachers would probably be traveling more to improve 
themselves. 
Teachers' methods of selecting reading material.--In spite of the 
relatively high percentage of teachers taking courses, nearly 79 per cent 
of the teachers selected their professional reading material on the 
basis of their own particular interest in an area rather than the demands 
placed on them in taking courses or by recommendation of other people or 
reputation of the author. 
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When reading is done.--The majority of teachers get more reading 
done during the summer vacation than during the wintet. This is not 
true with the men, however, because of their summer job commitments. 
How do teachers compare with the rest of the adult population in read-
ing books? Teachers read about two books per month and spend about six 
hours per week doing so. This is only slightly higher than the adult 
norm established in Chapter I. 
Pleasure reading.--The survey shows that teachers read books more 
by someone's recommendation than by reading reviews or through brows-
ing. This may or may not indicate that book sel~ction and free time 
are so infrequent that teachers are prompted to read popular books by 
another person's recommendation. 
News reading.--About half of the teachers read news magazines in 
addition to reading the newspapers according to the survey. It is 
doubtful whether the editors of these magazines combined could boast 
circulation to half of the adult population of these communities. 
Popular magazines.--In view of the fact that the Saturday Evening 
~ and the Reader's Digest were mentioned in the questionnaire, the 
writers feel that the "write-ins" had nowhere near the opportunity to 
score high in the popularity poll as did these two. Third, fourth and 
fifth places in this survey went to Ladies Home Journal, Life and 
McCalls. 
State vs national teachers publications.--The state teacher's 
magazine was more widely read than the national publications among all 
the teachers polled. It is significant to note, however, that in 
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communities B and E the reverse is true. 
Reading preference of teachers.--Newspapers, fiction books, non-
professional magazines, professional magazines, non-fiction books and 
professional books was the order of selection which teachers selected 
various types of reading materials. Brevity and interest seem to be 
the key factors here for determining the order in which they were 
chosen in spite of the fact that the questionnaire stated, "If the 
time and the occasion were right you would ------------ " The committee 
was surprised at nothing except that professional magazines took 
precedent over non-fiction books. Here it may be the length of time 
involved in reading a non-fiction book as opposed to a professional 
magazine. 
Strengths and Weaknesses of the Study 
Strengths.--The writers felt that there was an adequate sampling 
of the opinions of teachers both numerically in regard to the number of 
teachers polled and geographically since the que$tionnaires were 
distributed in five widely separated are~s of ~ew England and in commun-
ities with considerable varia~ce in size. The fact that there was no 
attempt to identify the individuals concerned make$ it seem reasonable 
to assume that the replie~ were sincere. The i~$trument itself was 
comprehensive eqough to dete~ine both the teachers reading interests 
and other interests which mi&ht have $~e effect Qn their reading, 
Weaknesses,--1~ was observed by ~he committee that there were 
certain inherent weaknesseg in the questionnaire, After tabulation 
48 
some of the questions were found to have litt l e significance in evalu= 
ating the interests of teachers. In one instance a typing error forced 
the deletion of one item. Other questions were vague or ambiguous, a 
fact which the committee did not realize until the questionnaires were 
being tabulated. These weaknesses in most cases forced the committee 
to delete or reinterpret the question. 
Suggestion for Further Study 
This survey opened up many possibilities for further study. The 
committee realizes that some of these suggestions are worthy of becoming 
thesis topics, whereas, others are merely questions that occurred to the 
writers in the pursuance of this study. The latter might be difficult 
or impossible to obtain. 
A possibility might be to clarify the questionnaire used in this 
study and send it to every twenty-fifth elementary teacher in the New 
England area thereby getting a reaction of both rural and urban teachers. 
Our study pointed out that there were differences in the reading 
habits of the teachers from one corranunity to another. The "why" of this 
might make an interesting study. 
This study indicates that there is a possibility that the amount of 
travel done by teachers could affect the amount of reading done by the 
teachers. 
Often time teachers in a single building responded with unity to 
the question, "Where are professional books and magazines located in your 
system?" Does this accessibility have anything to do with reading habits 
of these teachers, as opposed to buildings where reading material is 
not made accessible. 
Closely allied with this is the question, "Would professional 
organizations be able to reach more teachers with reading material 
if they had an educational section in the newspapers?" 
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It is a known fact that state teachers organizations send their 
publications to all of the teachers who belong to the state organiza-
tion. The writers know that a majority of teachers are members of 
the state organizations. Therefore, why did so many teachers indicate 
that they did not read the state teacher publications? 
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